





BRIEF INSTRUCTOR BACKGROUND

Nearly 20 years in the field (since 2003)

History with SAR since 2008

Denver Art Museum new building renovation and move

Center of Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis College

Northern State Conservation Center: online teacher

Numerous mentoring o emerging museum professionals

BA in Anthropology

Graduate Certificate: Collections Management and Care

MA: American Studies

Passion for collaborative indigenous collections care considerations
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CLASS 1 DISCUSSION

« Building Enclosure

« Handling

« Pests and House Pets

« Pesticides History

* Environment: Temperature and RH
« Light

« Pollutants

« Packing: Moving or House Renovation
« Cleaning & When to Call for Help
 Emergencies

« Security & Insurance

« Appraisals and Documentation
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HOUSE STRUCTURE/BUILDING ENCLOSURE

« Sealing gaps in doors and windows: dust accumulation, environmental
fluctuations

Black out curtains, UV film, blinds

Display:
« Closed cabinets
 No bathrooms
* No kitchens
« Basements and afttics

Special activities, events, Christmas decorations, etc.
Fireplaces and smoking

Landscaping/Plants

Emergencies: Natural disasters, theft, unexpected
« Water protection
 Fire mitigation
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"~ GENERAL HANDLING TIPS

Handling is the #1 risk to physical deterioration of an object. Humans can be a
dangerous threat to collections! Every fime an object is moved it can be in
jeopardy. Treat each item as if it were irreplaceable. Do not handle an item unless it
is absolutely necessary.

Use two hands. Never grab by rim, handle, wire of frame, top of frame.
Always plan where you are moving an item to.

If an item is large, ask for help ahead of time.

Assure the surface the item is being moved to is stable (no wobbly tables).
Stabilize the item, so it does not roll off the surface (a pot or a tall vase you
could temporarily roll a cotton T-shirt up into a snake and wrap around).
Know your item well and identify the fragile or vulnerable areas ahead of
time, so you can properly handle.

Wear comfortable clothing.

No food, drink or smoking near items.

. Take off long jewelry like necklaces that could scratch an item, snag or pull.
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Moths

Additional signs of presence of
clothes moths and larvae
Frass

Destruction

Webbing
Other common moths

Army cutworm
{Colorado miller)

Great Resource:



https://museumpests.net/
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PEST & PET MITIGATION TIPS

. Try not to eat over valuable items in your homes: (for example, crumios

on a textile).

. ldentify pest risks: what personal items do you have that are a food

source (for example, webbing clothes moth love protein materials like
feather, fur, wool and silverfish love paper).

. Cleaning is one of the best medicines. Dust accumulation ignites a fuel

for pests to munch on.

. Monitor house with bug traps that are near vulnerable organic materials.
. Decluttering is your friend. Do not create an inviting environment.
. Keep aregular house cleaning schedule. Use dust covers or protective

enclosure boxes.

. If you have a small chest freezer and a textile collection, keep a gap of

space available for the unexpected infestation (plastic sheefing and
freezing process covered later).

. If you have house pets that can reach valuable items, put up high and

keep out of reach or separate space by closing doors.






ENVIRONMENT: TEMPERATURE AND RH

Temperature and relative humidity are inverse to each other. Arise in
temperature will result in a drop in the RH of the ambient air. A drop in
the temperature will cause an increase in RH.

Sporadic and constant fluctuations in temperature and RH cause the
most damage to objects.

Monitoring is essential to identify your potential personal items’ risks.

HVAC systems have direct digital control that responds to sensors located
in the ductwork or elsewhere in the system.




TEMPERATURE

* Improper high temperatures
confribute to the oozing of
fats and oils, and the
softening of resins and
adhesives in objects.

 Low temperature embrittles
objects or can fracture
paints and plastics.

* Low temperatures slow 2
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that is why cold storage
can help protect certain
items like color
photographs.




RELATIVE HUMIDITY

Relative humidity that is too high
promotes pest infestations,
mold, and corrosion.

/0% and higher = mold growth
The more water vapor that is
present in the air, the faster
chemical reactions will occur.

A particular concern at low RH
levels are thin materials that are
under tension, such as rawhide
drumheads. They “relieve TN N R R R R R
stress” by breaking when L

subject to fluctuations of low RH.
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- 1 footcandle =10.76 lux

Visible Light Levels
20 foot-candles (200 lux) or less

15 foot candles (150 lux) or less

10 foot candles (100 lux) or less

5 foot candles (50 lux) or less

-Some institutions may recommend as low
as 15 lux for very fragile artifacts going on
exhibit.

Materials
Metals, stone glass, ceramics

Paintings (oil, egg tempera, acrylics),
furniture, painted surfaces

Organic materials (bone, ivory, uncolored
plant materials).

Textiles, paper and books, watercolors,
gouache, organic materials (leather,
tortoiseshell, parchment, feather, colored or
dyed plant materials), plastics.
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LIGHT TIPS

Use protective enclosures and boxes. House items in cabinets and drawers,
if able (Please note this may not be the best option for culturally sensitive
items that need to breathe and have light. Consulf with artist or
community).

. Utilize blackout curtains
. Utilize UV film on windows
. Never display an item in direct sunlight. If this cannot be avoided (skylight),

rotate items in your home every few months.

. LED is an alternative to heat generating lights such as are halogen,

fluorescent, and incandescent.

. Fiber optics are generally the coolest light source and are therefore the

best if lights should be mounted inside an enclosed case.

. Many more tips—I can provide more resources!
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CLEANING TIPS

1. When using hake soft brushes, generally try fo o
brush toward a microfiber cloth, so you are not | sy
redepositing the dust back info the air or back oo e oy

- dim? Lotions, household clean ers
er storage and everyday wear md:‘:.-w

on the ObjeCT. ke atolonyourewey g

Annedwiulalltﬂ'eﬂmw.mmm&n
- keep your their best, We-

2. HEPA filters vacuums are great (High Efficiency
Parficulate Air).

3. Never vacuum directly on fragile surfaces.
Conftrolled vacuum suction is recommended.

4. When in doubt, consult a conservator or the
original artist (if known). Cleaning can
permanently damage objects

rate the silk thread on which they are
strung.

then “Find a Professional” Always use caution with
articles that give cleaning

tips


https://www.culturalheritage.org/







- - —N
SECURITY & INSURANCE

« Security cameras
« Are confractors escortede
 House and pet sitters' references

« Does my homeowner’s insurance
cover my artworke



https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-insure-your-art-collection-the-right-way
https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/how-to-insure-your-art-collection-the-right-way
https://www.investopedia.com/best-collectibles-insurance-5101072



https://www.appraisersassociation.org/
https://artcollection.io/blog/benefits-of-cataloging
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https://www.artworkarchive.com/
https://artcollection.io/
https://artlogic.net/artlogic/?utm_term=collection%20database%20software&utm_campaign=Database-Bing&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=4930329224&hsa_cam=190660582&hsa_grp=1239149891930669&hsa_ad=&hsa_src=o&hsa_tgt=kwd-77447093913334:loc-190&hsa_kw=collection%20database%20software&hsa_mt=p&hsa_net=bing&hsa_ver=3&msclkid=315f7201d53719b6a18211905d0bd872



https://www.artworkarchive.com/blog/11-preventive-measures-for-protecting-collections-from-pest-infestations
https://www.canada.ca/en/conservation-institute/services/conservation-preservation-publications/canadian-conservation-institute-notes.html
https://www.nps.gov/museum/publications/conserveogram/cons_toc.html#collectionpreservation



mailto:elliffcruz@sarsf.org
https://sarweb.org/
https://emuseum.sarsf.org/

