BRENT MICHAEL DAVIDS

THE UN-COVERED WAGON

COMPOSED FOR THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF CHANTICLEER

THE UN-COVERED WAGON is sung entirely in Mohican with
American Indian "vocables" and tells of the existential
reciprocity Indians have with the earth: “You Earth make us,
We People make you, We all live here, Always, Ever.” One of
the first epic Western films "The Covered Wagon," portrays
the pioneers crossing what they saw as an open territory free-
for-the-taking. But obviously, there were other people already
living here -- The Indians. How one-sided this American
expansion is portrayed, not only for the old B/W era, but in
today's America too. America creates and sustains a legacy of
trampling across the continent for it's own uses.

THE UN-COVERED WAGON uncovers an alternate view of
America — it was never empty nor free for the taking at all.
The American continent has always been filled with others,
people, and history, and has been known as intimately as a
familiar footpath shared daily by humans and animals alike —
long before America existed. To reveal this musically, a racist
hymn occurs one half-step apart in tuning from an Indian
background to create a new reality; the effect of this difficult
passage is spooky and surreal. The end of the work calls for
three different Indian singing styles to be superimposed
upon each other.

THE UN-COVERED WAGON, as music and message, urges us to
reconsider the seasoned and intelligent tradition of keeping
good familial relationships with the earth -- that may in fact
suit us better -- and to finally strip that outdated chuck wagon
called progress. Life is for sharing, not controlling.

PUBLISHED BY BLUE BUTTERFLY GROUP
WWW.BRENTMICHAELDAVIDS.COM
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